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Answer one question.
Answers should be between 500 and 800 words in length.

1. 'Misunderstood and underestimated.” Is this an accurate description of youth in your
society?

2. Does geography still determine a country's prospects in today's world?
3. Should promises always be kept?

4. |s it fair to expect countries to be well-prepared for disease outbreaks?
5. 'Environmental pollution is a catastrophe waiting to happen.' Comment.
6. How far should personal morality be a concern of the state?

7. Why worry about what technological advancement may do to us when we can just enjoy
what it can do for us?

8. Do you agree that freedom of speech should never be denied even though it can be
abused?

9. 'If people in developed countries are poor, they have themselves to blame.’ Discuss.

10. 'People will believe anything they read, hear, or see in the media.’ Is this statement
reflective of the situation in your country?

11. 'Rather than find fault, focus on the positive side of things!" To what extent is this good
advice?

12. 'Art is not meant to instruct or influence; it is only meant to be enjoyed.” Do you agree with
this viewpoint?

© éHwa Chong Institution 2019 8807/ 01/ C2 Preliminary Examination 2019
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Sue Palmer writes about the state of childhood today.

1 Before the miracles of modern medicine and public-health initiatives, many infants did not live to
see their first birthday — and if they did, they were expected to grow up on the double, especially
in agrarian-based societies. For most of Western history, childhood was short and brutish, even
non-existent. Influenced by Puritan beliefs, children were commonly perceived as imperfect
miniature grown-ups, burdened with original sin from which they had to be redeemed through 5
rigorous instruction, hard work and perhaps a good hiding or two.

2 A dramatic departure from this public perception of children occurred in the 18" century however.
Parental attitudes of detachment toward their offspring (rationalised previously by the
distressingly high infant mortality rates in the Middle Ages) underwent a metamorphosis with
better medicine and the increasing availability of cheap contraception. Parents could now 10
meaningfully decide on the size of their families; this meant more time and energy could be
channelled towards a reduced brood, with childhood regarded as a unique stage of life. This
notion of a childhood was backed particularly by the educational theories of philosopher John
Locke and an increasing abundance of publications about and for children.

3 Over time, as mechanisation replaced gruelling labour and led to increasingly industrialised 15
societies, the state took on the mantle to safeguard the interests of children. Institutions clamped
down on the use of child labour in the West and the introduction of mandatory education meant
children's period of dependency had to be lengthened. Coupled with the rise of dual-income
households and a better quality of life, parents were finally able to give their precious progeny
even more attention. Such children transmogrified into what Princeton sociologist Viviana Zelizer 20
has memorably described as “‘the economically useless but emotionally priceless child”.
Nonetheless, children became repositories of hope for a better future. Worldwide, a new mindset
morphed: no longer are we to suffer the children, we are to suffer for our children.

4 Sadly, the physical spaces where children were growing up in did not improve their lot. Having
brought their children up in overwhelmingly urban landscapes, more parents began to perceive 25
childhood as a period of peril. Living amongst strangers rather than close-knit communities,
parents justified their need to protect their children even more. Old-school games like Conkers’,
once a staple autumn game of British children, have fallen out of favour, thanks to schools which
have banned such treacherous pastimes for fear that they might cause injuries. A recent survey
of children aged eight to twelve found that indoor play is now the norm: a third has never splashed 30
in a puddle and the distance children are allowed to play unsupervised has shrunk by ninety per
cent since 1970. Little surprise then that the PlayStation is the playground of today.

"Players drill holes in shiny brown chestnuts (conkers), thread them onto strings before swinging them at their opponents until one of
the nuts breaks.
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Unsurprisingly, evidence is mounting that children today are in fact experiencing a toxic childhood
— a lethal concoction of technological and cultural changes that is having a deleterious impact on
their development. Sated on diets of junk foods and TV dinners, barred from the rough and tumble
of outdoor play, children are also victims of an obesity explosion. Continually exposed to the 24/7
culture of televisual and online entertainment, they are prime targets for exploitation by the
anonymous army of marketers lurking behind those omnipresent screens. Regrettably, a
generation of mini-consumers who equate happiness with materialism is being created as they
learn from their new parents: vacuous screen idols.

This commercialisation of childhood has been accompanied by its ‘schoolification’; tots as tiny as
three are bused and herded into full-day nurseries, endlessly scheduled and timetabled into
routines in order for their parents to work and feed the economy. Back home, these tots spend
time with electronic babysitters and are fed yet more visual stimulation. Is it any wonder these
mini-mechanicals sleepwalk into formal education bereft of any real interest in anything and
without an independent streak whatsoever? School teachers who bewail the precipitous decline
in their students’ communication skills and shortened attention spans often point to those early
years spent in supervised care and the premature digitalisation of their lifestyles as the culprits.

Strangely, in a world where there are more ways to communicate than ever before, parents now
connect less and less with their own children, spawning another new list of problems: cyber
addiction, cyber bullying, cyber depression, cyber you-name-it. These are all par for the course
as study after study has detected similarities between the brain activity of cocaine addicts and
our young digital natives. Meanwhile, education authorities and schools have not been spared
the seeping of the cut-throat competitive culture of the adult world into their walls. The obsession
with tests and league tables has infected the classroom, leaving these young charges reeling
from the — let's face it — high-stakes Darwinian rat race that helicopter parents are desperate to
win by means fair or foul. These parents ensure their privileged offspring's access to the best
higher educational opportunities that money can buy, securing the latter's station in the upper
echelons of society.

Such hyper-parenting behaviour has exacerbated already massive social inequalities. Parents in
underprivileged households, handicapped by a lack of funds, knowledge and connections, can
only watch helplessly as crushing new inequalities push the dream of intergenerational social
mobility further and further out of reach of their children. But a problem of crisis proportions for
children everywhere has ensued with this uneven realisation of socio-economic aspirations
across all income groups. National Health Service (NHS) figures published in July 2018 revealed
that almost 400,000 children and young people aged 18 and below have been in contact with the
health service for mental health related problems. Is it not time to question why, in one of the
wealthiest, most technologically advanced eras on Earth, we are unable to raise a generation that
is wholesome and healthy, passionate and purposeful, emotionally sentient and sensible...?

Still, hope is not lost. Educators and child-development experts are leading the charge to influence
institutions to introduce national guidelines regulating screen use. Progressive leaders are eager
to level the playing field for those from less privileged backgrounds. We must find ways for all
members of the community to re-forge an 'adult alliance' to support families in raising their young.
The statistics emerging now about children's mental health must act as a wake-up call to everyone
concerned about the well-being of the future.

But the main responsibility for rearing children, lies — as it always has — with parents. They have
to wise up, stop overreacting to a combination of rapid change, uncertainty and guilt, and find new
ways to provide a secure, healthy family life for their offspring. None of this is rocket science, but
in terms of our civilisation's future, it is far more important than rocket science. Given that they
are growing up in a time of peace and plenty, apathy and discontentment should not be a natural
state for our children. We owe them at least this much.
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Read the passages and then answer all the questions which follow below. Note that up to fifteen
marks will be given for the quality and accuracy of your use of English throughout this paper.

NOTE: When a question asks for an answer IN YOUR OWN WORDS AS FAR AS POSSIBLE and
you select the appropriate material from the passages for your answer, you must still use

your own words to express it. Little credit can be given to answers which only copy words or
phrases from the passages.

1 What is the author implying by using the word “miracles” (line 1) to describe modern medicine
and public-health initiatives?

2 Explain why the author claims “childhood was short and brutish, even non-existent” (lines 3-
4). Use your own words as far as possible.
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3 Using material from paragraphs 2 to 4, summarise the reasons for the changes in attitude
towards children and how they affected the treatment of children. Write your summary in no
more than 120 words, not counting the opening words which are printed below. Use your

own words as far as possible.
Parental attitudes toward children underwent a metamorphosis With................ccc.evviunnnn.

Candidate to declare word count:

For

Use
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4 “Regrettably, a generation of mini-consumers who equate happiness with materialism is being | use
created as they learn from their new parents: vacuous screen idols.” (lines 38-40)

Why does the author describe the above situation as regrettable?

5 Explain how the examples given in paragraph 6 support the author's assertion that children
today are “mini-mechanicals” (line 45). Use your own words as far as possible.

6 Suggest why the author completes the “new list of problems” (line 50) experienced by children
with the phrase “cyber you-name-it” (line 51).
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7 “The obsession with tests and league tables has infected the classroom, leaving its charges

reeling from the — let's face it — high-stakes Darwinian rat race that helicopter parents are
desperate to win by means fair or foul.” (lines 54-57)

What is the author's intention in inserting “let's face it" in line 56?

8 What distinction is the author making between the behaviour of privileged parents (in
paragraph 7) and underprivileged parents (in paragraph 8)? Use your own words as far as
possible.

9  “We must find ways for all members of the community to re-forge an 'adult alliance' to support
families in raising their young.” (lines 72-73).

Why does the author switch to ‘we’ in this sentence?

10 What is the author implying about the “new ways to provide a secure, healthy family life” (lines
77-78) by claiming that “none of this is rocket science” (line 78)?
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11 Sue Palmer shares her concerns about the state of childhood today and believes that more

can be done to make it better. How applicable do you find her observations to you and your
society?
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END OF PAPER
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2019 C2 Preliminary Examination

Paper 2 “State of Childhood Today” Answer Key (as of 23 September 2019)

Paragraph 1

Q1. What is the author implying by using the word “miracles” (line 1) to describe modern medicine and

public-health initiatives? [1]

Before the miracles of
modern medicine and public-
health initiatives, many infants
did not live to see their first
birthday

By using the word ‘miracles’, the author is implying that these modern
medicine and public-health initiatives had such amazing / astounding /
phenomenal / wondrous effects that they seemed heaven-sent / were
the result of divine intervention. [1]

Q2. Explain why the author claims “childhood was short and brutish, even non-existent” (lines 3-4). Use
your own words as far as possible. [3]

Many infants did not live to
see their first birthday — and
if they did, they were
expected to grow up on the
double, especially in
agrarian-based sociefies.
Children had to be (redeemed
via) rigorous instruction,
hard work and perhaps a
good hiding or two.

a) Most children tended to have only brief life-spans / many children died
early (BOD) / before they were one (BOD)

b) They had neither the time nor the luxury for an extended period of
time to be carefree like a child / to enjoy themselves OR They had to
mature / develop expeditiously /at lightning speed!/ very fast ( BOD)

c) They were pre-destined / intended to be the necessary labour for the
farming communities they lived in

d) They were made to toil / labour intensely, supposedly for their own good

e) They were beaten callously / physically abused / manhandled / treated
like animals (BOD)

Note: Any 3 out of 5 points for (3]

Paragraphs 2 to 4 (Summary)

Q3. Using material from paragraphs 2 to 4, summarise the reasons for the changes in attitude towards
children and how they affected the treatment of children. Write your summary in no more than 120 words,
not counting the opening words which are printed below. Use your own words as far as possible. [8]

Parental attitudes towards children underwent a metamorphosis with ...

1 with better medicine and with more effective / powerful / improved ... drugs/ vaccines/
medical remedies/healthcare
2 | the increasing availability of and the growing / greater access / channels to obtain low cost /
cheap contraception affordable /inexpensive/ reasonably priced birth control methods
3 | Parents could now meaningfully nts could make/formulate [informed /careful / thoughtful]
decide on the size of their L ents /conclusions/ choices on how many children to have
families \)"— y autonomy over the number of offspring to have
P
\?%@QG‘ & Gloss: Parents could choose to have fewer children
\"““"w
*A ,A(O oo Note: Word in brackets not necessary for the mark
4 | and this meant mofe.time and | and focus /concentrate on/ give attention to fewer children / kids
energy could be channelled / a smaller family (BOD) [and their growth/progress /maturity]
towards a reduced brood
Note: Words in brackets not necessary for the mark
5 | with childhood became regarded | Childhood was acknowledged / accepted/ credited ... as an
as a unique stage of life independent / a separate / distinct / discrete / special ... phase/
period / juncture/ time of / for development
6 | This notion of a childhood was which was supported / substantiated / justified legitimized /
backed particularly by the recognized / affirmed by thought leaders / prominent thinkers
educational theories of
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philosopher John Locke...

7 ...and an increasing abundance | and books / academic research / published writings.
of publications about and for
children
8 | Over time, as mechanisation As our economy becomes more reliant on machinery/ less reliant
replaced gruelling labour and on human/ physical labour,
led to increasingly industrialised
societies,
9 | the state took on the mantleto | governments became responsible for/was obligated to /
safeguard the interests of children | assumed control over / secure / protect children’s welfare / well-
being / the state of childhood
Gloss : States took charge of / looked after children
10 | Institutions clamped down on the | Children were not allowed /were forbidden / prohibited from
use of child labour in the West working.
Gloss : It became illegal for children to work
11 | and the introduction of [The establishment of] compulsory schooling / education (allow
mandatory education lift ) OR education dictated / prescribed by the law
12 | meant children's period of prolonged / extended children’s reliance on others (for
dependency had to be financial / monetary support / provision)
lengthened
Note: Words in brackets not necessary for the mark
13 | Coupled with the rise of dual- With the increases in earnings / with more take home pay more
income households... material provisions
14 | ...and a better quality of life greater access to consumer goods OR improved standards of
living...
15 | parents were finally able to give | children received greater care/ concern / control /
their precious progeny even consideration / custody / guardianship /guidance/ direction
more attention
Note: The emphasis is on the increased level of attention paid to children.
16 | Such children transmogrified into | The child is far from being a productive person / cannot
what Princeton sociologist Viviana | contribute to society in a monetary sense / has no utilitarian value
Zelizer has memorably described | yet he is precious / valued
as “the economically useless
but emotionally priceless child” | Gloss: The child is loved despite being a financial / material
liability.
Note: The answer must point out the inverse relationship OR the incongruity of
the level of economic useful and the value placed on children to be credited.
17 | Nonetheless, children became|T reams / aspirations of societies are placed on children
repositories of hope for a better /!g
future. « .Z#BIdSE: Adults look to children for brighter days ahead.
18 |Worldwide, a new radigm shift occurred: we should not just put up with
morphed: no long o€ \ildlie'n]. we now take on children’s burdens / undertake
suffer the childrén, %Qe!q . Challenges / put up with hardship for children’s sake.
suffer for ourighi &\Q g
b O Note: Word in brackets not necessary for the mark
19 | more parents noﬁ:'[;atalva [leading] parents to believe / see / regard ... childhood is
childhood as a period of peril dangerous / risky / hazardous
20 | Living amongst strangers rather | [Increasingly], children are not growing up around people
than close-knit communities related to them / relatives / kin
21 | parents have justified their need | which parents use to explain / support / offer as reasons / a
to protect their children more | defence / corroboration /substantiation for shielding / guarding /
safekeeping / safeguarding their children from danger / threats /
harm.
22 | thanks to schools which have Schools prohibit / object / proscribe to such dangerous /

banned such treacherous

perfidious activities
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pastimes for fear they might OR as these activities might harm / hurt them
cause injuries
23 | Arecent survey of children aged | Children are rarely / hardly to get spend time outdoors
eight to twelve found that indoor | OR Children are seldom given the chance to play in an
play is now the norm: a third uninhibited manner / roam freely
has never splashed in a puddle OR Children are only allowed to play in safe / guarded /
and the distance children are sanitised areas.
allowed to play unsupervised has
shrunk by ninety per cent since
1970.
24 | Little surprise then that the [ As expected ] Children are left to be entertained by /
PlayStation is the playground | preoccupied with electronic devices / gadgets
of today
Note: Words in brackets not necessary for the mark
Paragraph 5

Q4. “"Regrettably, a generation of

mini-consumers who equate happiness with materialism is being

created as they learn from their new parents: vacuous screen idols.” (lines 38-40) Why does the author

describe the above situation as reg

rettable? [2]

Regrettably, a
generation of mini-
consumers who
equate happiness
with materialism is
being created as
they learn from their
new parents:
vacuous screen

OR

a) Parents are supposed to be the wise role models who will impart the right set of
values to their children. However, the ones who are actually instructing children today
are vapid / dim / unintelligent public media personalities / celebrities / influencers.

b) It is expected that children are taught sound values / good principles to help
them navigate through life. However, children today are taught to correlate /
associate covetousness / owning things (BOD) with joy / fulfilment in life, which
are not the concepts / beliefs they should learn.

idols. Note: Candioate’s answer must make evident the dispanty befween
an ideal versus the less than ideal outcome to be awarded the full 2m.
Paragraph 6

Q5. Explain how the examples given in paragraph 6 support the author’'s assertion that children today are
“mini-mechanicals” (line 45). Use your own words as far as possible. [3]

This commercialisation of childhood
has been accompanied by its
‘schoolification’; tots as tiny as three
are bused and herded into full-day
nurseries, endlessly scheduled and
timetabled into routines in order for
their parents to work and feed the
economy. Back home, these tots
spend time with electronic
babysitters and are fed ye
visual stimulation. Is j
these mini-mechani
into formal educatiol f.o
any real interests in anything and
without an independentstreak
whatsoever?

0.
s\"«asyg@'w

Children seem to be “mini-mechanicals” because...
a) their education / learning itinerary has been pre-arranged/ pre-
set / established in advance

b) their activities / movements are regimented / controlled

% yaccept information transmitted by their gadgets passively/
163 ”.

of their own

f) they are just apathetic / indifferent / bored

Note: Any 3 points for [3]
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Paragraph 7
Q6. Suggest why the author completes “the new list of problems” (line 50) experienced by children with
the phrase "cyber you-name-it"? (line 51) [2]

...parents now communicate less |a) She is implying there is such a plethora of / ever-increasing /

and less with their own children, | constantly evolving / yet to be discovered disorders caused by over-
spawning another new list of exposure to digital devices / the Internet/social media [1]

problems: cyber addiction, cyber
bullying, cyber depression, cyber | BOD: the list of problems is unending / infinite [1]
you-name-it. These are all on par
for the course as study after study | b) that any disorder /malady we can think of / identify can be
has detected similarities between | attributed to the internet as a cause and we will not be wrong. [1]
the brain activity of cocaine
addicts and our young digital c) The author blames the over-digitalisation of our lives as the
natives. cause of problems faced by children today OR

the unending litany of problems was generated by the overuse of
Clue for (c) : repetition of ‘cyber’ | gadgets

Any 2 out of 3 points

Q7. “The obsession with tests and league tables has infected the classroom, leaving its charges reeling
from the - let’s face it — high-stakes Darwinian rat race that helicopter parents are desperate to win by
means fair or foul.” (lines 54 - 57) What is the author’s intention in inserting “let's face it” in line 567 [2]

The obsession with a) He wants to ([1] for either one of the following)

tests, and league i) force the reader to admit / acknowledge / be unable to deny
tables has now i) ‘tell it like it is’/ be blunt and forthright / be ‘right up front' / not to be
infected the euphemistic / not to sugar-coat the situation

classroom, leaving its |iii) be outspoken and unequivocal
charges reeling from
the — let's face it — AND

high-stakes Darwinian | b) in order to ([1] for either one of the following)

rat race that helicopter | i) highlight the hypocrisy of those who deny the belief that the educational rat
parents are desperate |race is about the survival of the fittest is legitimate.

to win by means fair or | ii) emphasize that there are parents who would do anything for their children
foul. to succeed. [1]

Accept: She is disdainful / scornful of hypocritical people [1] who refuse to admit
that we live in a dog-in-dog world. [1]

Paragraphs 7 and 8
Q8.What distinction is the author making between the behaviour of privileged parents (in paragraph 7)
and underprivileged parents (in paragra ? Use your own words as far as possible. [2]

The obsession with tests and lea; tﬁ - | Financial means

has infected the classroom, | ch S  Privileged parents have the financial means, enabling
reeling from the high-stak € it=,*" | them to engineer their children’s success in education
Darwinian rat race { s are | unlike the underprivileged ones.

desperate to win b r grlfﬁ\ul

%{& oo Influence
These parents ensure theirprivileged Privileged parents have the right connections / know the
offspring’s access to the best higher right people who can give their children some

educational opportunities that money can buy, | advantages unlike underprivileged ones who do not
securing their station in the upper echelons | have such influence.
of society. (para 7)

Such hyper-parenting behaviour has Attitude / parenting style
exacerbated already massive social Privileged parents are forceful/aggressive/highly driven in
inequalities. Parents in underprivileged playing an active role to ensure their children’s success

households, handicapped by a lack of funds, | in life / are excessively involved in the lives of their children
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knowledge and connections, can only
watch helplessly as crushing new inequalities
push the dream of intergenerational social
mobility further and further out of reach of their
children (para 8)

while underprivileged ones are at a loss / cannot do
anything to help.

3 contrasting pairs; any two pairs for 2]

Note: Answers should show conlrasts between the 2 parties to be

awarded the mark.

Paragraph 9

Q9. “We must find ways for all members of the community to re-forge an "adult alliance’ to support families
in raising their young.” (lines 72 — 73) Why does the author switch to ‘we’ in this sentence? [1]

Still, hope is not lost. Educationalists and child-
development experts are leading the charge to
introduce national guidelines regulating screen
use. Progressive leaders are eager to level the
playing field for those from less privileged
backgrounds. We must find ways for all
members of the community to re-forge an ‘adult
alliance’ to support families in raising their
young. The statistics emerging now about
children's mental health must act as a wake-up
call to everyone concerned about the well-being
of the future.

The author wants to be inclusive to exhort readers to
take action [1]

OR The author wants to highlight that every person has
an active role to play in resolving this problem

OR The author wishes to emphasise that fixing the
problems faced by children today is a collective task
OR The author wants to gain the readers’ support in
order to solve this problem collectively

Note: Accept any sensible / reasonable answer as long as it is
contextualised.

Paragraph 10

Q10. What is the author implying about the "new ways to provide a secure, healthy family life" (lines 77-
78) by claiming that “none of this is rocket science” (line 78)? [1]

But the main responsibility for rearing children,
however, lies — as it always has — with parents.
They have to wise up, stop overreacting to a
combination of rapid change, uncertainty and
guilt, and find new ways to provide a secure,
healthy family life for their offspring. None of
this is rocket science, but in terms of our
civilisation's future, it is far more important than
rocket science. Given that they are growing up
in a time of peace and plenty, apathy and
discontentment should not be a natural state
for our children. We owe them at least this
much.

She is implying that her suggestions on how to fix the
problem of rearing children well are so tellingly obvious
that no one would quibble with /contest them
OR they are very easy to understand / not complex nor
complicated [1]
OR they are not solutions that can only be carried out
by experts / it is not something that requires specialised
knowledge
OR everyone can solve these problems without too
much trouble. [1]

Note: Accept any reasonable/ sensible answer.

Application Question

Q11. Sue Palmer shares her concer

done to make it better. How a
been done to addr:

s
that range from nual

Students should col
in Singapore or t

e state of childhood today and believes that more can be

I'o(y ﬂnd her observations to you and your society? [10]

Q,uf‘pomts in the passage, whether or not the degree to which situations
“Countries

reflect the perspective of the writer and substantiate what has

nae?ns she raises. Balance must be attempted. There will be readings/responses
e}nerely valid or even trite. Markers should give credit where possible.

While it might be posslble for students to be influenced by their personal experiences, the discerning will
recognise that these may not necessarily reflect the situation of others in their society. They will prudently
qualify/demarcate the extent or deftly hedge to avoid hasty conclusions or overgeneralisations.

Given time constraints, students will not be able to manage every expectation or angle (well) and must not be
unfairly penalised. If they have presented an adequate answer, credit must be given.

Students must be strategic about the points they select for application as not every aspect of or observation
in the passage has value in being commented on. The following table highlights examples of non-strategic
evaluation/application as well as examples that have evaluative/applicatory value:
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