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Additional Materials: Answer Paper 1 hour 30 minutes

READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS FIRST

Write your index number and name on all the work you hand in.
Write in dark blue or black pen on both sides of the paper.
Do not use staples, paper clips, highlighters, glue or correction fluid.

Answer one question.
Note that up to 20 marks out of 50 will be awarded for your use of language.

At the end of the examination, fasten all your work securely together.
All questions in this paper carry equal marks.
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Answer one question.

Answers should be between 500 and 800 words in length.

‘Small actions can eventually change the world.” How far do you agree?

‘We are merely paying lip service to the arts.” How true is this in your society?
Do you agree that family is more important than ever in the modern world?

Is a focus on beauty necessarily harmful?

Examine the view that there is still a glass ceiling for women in sports.

‘In the age of information, ignorance is a choice.” Comment.

Consider the view that science solves all problems.

‘The real heroes of environmentalism are rebels.” Discuss.

‘A strong economy is the foundation of progress.” To what extent is this true in your society?
Is capital punishment ever justifiable?

‘In the modern world, speed is everything.” Discuss.

‘The power of the masses is overrated.” Do you agree?
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Stephen Buranyi makes several observations about the worldwide revolt against plastic.

Plastic is everywhere, and suddenly we have decided that is a very bad thing. Until recently,
plastic enjoyed a sort of anonymity in ubiquity: we were so thoroughly surrounded that we hardly
noticed it. You might be surprised to learn, for instance, that today’s cars and planes are, by
volume, about 50% plastic. More clothing is made out of polyester and nylon, both plastics, than
cotton or wool. Add this to the more obvious expanse of toys, household bric-a-brac and
consumer packaging, and the extent of plastic’'s empire becomes clear. It is the colourful yet
banal background material of modern life. Each year, the world produces around 340 million
tonnes of the stuff, enough to fill every skyscraper in New York City. Humankind has produced
unfathomable quantities of plastic for decades, first passing the 100 million tonne mark in the
early 1990s. But for some reason, it is only very recently that people have really begun to care.

The result is a worldwide revolt against plastic, one that transcends both borders and political
divides. Protest groups from the US to South Korea have dumped piles of what they say is
unwanted and excessive plastic packaging at supermarkets. Earlier this year, angry customers
in the UK posted so many crisp packets back to their manufacturers, in protest at the fact they
were not recyclable, that the postal service was overwhelmed. Prince Charles has given
speeches about the dangers of plastic, while Kim Kardashian has posted on Instagram about the
‘plastic crisis’, and claims to have given up straws. At the highest levels of government, the plastic
panic can resemble a scrambled response to a natural disaster, or a public health crisis. The
United Nations has declared a ‘war’ on single-use plastic. In Britain, Theresa May has called it a
‘scourge’, and committed the government to a 25-year plan that would phase out disposable
packaging by 2042. India claimed it would do the same, but by 2022.

All this has added up to a feeling that we might be on the verge of a great environmental victory,
of the kind not seen since the successful action against acid rain and CFCs three decades ago.
But getting rid of plastic would require more than a packaging-free aisle at the supermarket and
soggy cardboard drinking straws at the pub. Plastic is everywhere not because it was always
better than the natural materials it replaced, but because it was lighter and cheaper — so much
cheaper, in fact, that it was easier to justify throwing away. Customers found this convenient, and
businesses were happy to sell them a new plastic container for every soda or sandwich they
bought. In the same way steel enabled new frontiers in building, plastic made possible the
throwaway culture that we have come to take for granted. To take on plastic is in some way to
take on consumerism itself. It requires us to recognise just how radically our way of life has
reshaped the planet in the span of a single lifetime, and ask whether it is too much.

The most astounding thing about the anti-plastic movement is just how fast it has grown. To
travel back even to 2015 is to enter to a world in which almost all of the things we currently know
about plastic are already known, but people are not very angry about it. Sometimes alarming
stories about plastic did break through into the media and catch the interest of the public — the
garbage patch was a media favourite, and every so often there was a new panic about
overflowing landfills, or the massive quantities of waste we ship overseas — but it was nothing
like today.

What exactly caused this change is a question of great debate. The most plausible answer is not
that the science on plastic reached a critical mass, or that we became saturated with images of
adorable sea creatures choking on our waste (although those things are important). It is that, at
a deep level, the whole way we think about plastic has been transformed. We used to see it as
litter — a nuisance but not a menace. That idea has been undermined by the recent widespread
acknowledgment that plastic is far more pervasive and sinister than most people had ever
imagined.

The shift in thinking started with the public outcry over microbeads, the small, abrasive grains of
plastic that companies began pouring into cosmetic and cleaning products in the mid-1990s to
add grit. Scientists began raising the alarm about potential dangers posed to sea life in 2010,
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and people were shocked to learn that microbeads were in thousands of products, from Johnson
& Johnson'’s spot-clearing face scrubs, to supposedly eco-friendly brands like the Body Shop.
Microbeads were only the beginning. After scientists started showing how microfibres from our
laundry ended up lodged in the guts of fish, newspapers ran articles with headlines such as ‘Yoga
pants are destroying the Earth’. Then tyres, which are about 60% plastic, were revealed to shed
plastic fibres while in motion, potentially more harmful than microbeads and clothing combined.

People now realise that plastic is in our household products, coffee cups, teabags and clothing
— but it seems to have escaped our ability to catch it. It slips through our fingers and our water
filters and sloshes into rivers and oceans like effluent from a sinister industrial factory. It is no
longer embodied by a Big Mac container on the side of the road. It has come to seem more like
a previously unnoticed chemical listed halfway down the small print on a hairspray bottle, ready
to mutate fish or punch a hole in the ozone layer. The appeal of the fight against plastic is that
there is the sense that you have joined an insurgent political campaign and organisations benefit
from a chance at opportunism. We have entered a phase where every brand, organisation and
politician strains to be seen to be doing something.

However, the anti-plastic movement is not without its problems. Framing litter as a personal
failing was remarkably convenient. In 1988, the year global plastic production pulled even with
steel, Margaret Thatcher, picking up litter in St James’s Park for a photo opportunity, captured
the tone perfectly. ‘This is not the fault of the government,” she told reporters. ‘It is the fault of the
people who knowingly and thoughtlessly throw it down.” Noticeably absent from her indictment
was anyone who manufactured or sold plastic in the first place. The packaging and drinks
industries were quick to push the idea that recycling could keep their products out of landfill. The
plastic industry made grand claims about the potential for recycling their products. The problem
with these rosy claims was that plastic is one of the worst materials for recycling. Glass, steel
and aluminium can be melted and reformed a nearly infinite number of times to make new
products of the same quality as the first. Plastic, by contrast, significantly degrades each time it
is recycled. A plastic bottle cannot be recycled to make a plastic bottle of the same quality.
Instead, recycled plastic becomes clothing fibres, or slats for furniture, which then might go on to
be road filler, or plastic insulation, neither of which are further recyclable. Each stage is
essentially a one-way ratchet towards landfill or the ocean.

Although the public’s enthusiasm for anti-plastic campaigns is partly motivated by the feeling that
it is a simpler and more solvable problem than climate change, the two issues are more closely
connected than most people realise. This is the paradox of plastic, or at least our current
obsession with it: learning about the scale of the problem moved us to act, but the more we push
against it, the more it begins to seem just as boundless and intractable as all the other
environmental problems we have failed to solve. And it brings us up against the same obstacles:
unregulatable business, the globalised world, and our own unsustainable way of life. We need
to recognise that plastic is not just an isolated problem that we can banish from our lives, but
simply the most visible product of our past half-century of rampant consumption.
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Read the passage in the insert and then answer all the questions. Note that up to fifteen marks will
be given for the quality and accuracy of your use of English throughout this Paper.

NOTE: When a question asks for an answer IN YOUR OWN WORDS AS FAR AS POSSIBLE and
you select the appropriate material from the passage for your answer, you must still use your own
words to express it. Little credit can be given to answers which only copy words or phrases from the
passage.

1 Using your own words as far as possible, explain the author’s use of the phrase ‘anonymity
in ubiquity’ (line 2).

(2]
2 What is the author’s purpose in describing plastic as a ‘colourful yet banal’ background material
of modern life (lines 6-7)?
(2]
3 Explain what the author means when he describes the revolt against plastic as ‘worldwide’
(line 11). Use your own words as far as possible.
[2]
4 What does the author mean by ‘to take on plastic is in some way to take on consumerism itself’
(line 30-31) and why is this so? Use your own words as far as possible.
[2
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Explain the author’s use of the word ‘even’ in the phrase ‘To travel back even to 2015’ (lines
33-34). Use your own words as far as possible.

[2]
Why is framing litter as a personal failing described as being ‘remarkably convenient’
(line 66)? Use your own words as far as possible.
(1]
In paragraph 8, what does the author imply by using the words ‘grand’ (line 72) and ‘rosy’
(line 73) to describe the claims made by the plastic industry?
(1]
How does the author illustrate his assertion that the plastic industry has ‘made grand claims
about the potential for recycling their products’ (line 72)? Use your own words as far as
possible.
3]
Why are the problems of plastic and climate change ‘more closely connected than most
people realise’ (lines 81-82)? Use your own words as far as possible.
[2]

10
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4

Using material from paragraphs 5-7 (lines 40-64) only, summarise how and why people’s
attitude towards plastic has changed.

Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words which are
printed below. Use your own words as far as possible.

People’s attitude towards plastic has changed. They

[Number of words: .............. ]

11
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11 Stephen Buranyi discusses the motivations behind the anti-plastic movement and the issues
that come with it. How far would you agree with his observations, relating your arguments to
your own experience and that of your society?

12
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Marks
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ACJC General Paper Department
JC2 Preliminary Exam 2019 Paper 2 Answer Scheme

1. Using your own words as far as possible, explain the author’s use of the phrase ‘anonymity in ubiquity’ (line 2).
[2m]

From Passage Paraphrased
Plastic is everywhere... (line 1) Plastic is so widely used/ pervasive in our everyday lives

Plastic enjoyed a sort of anonymity in ubiquity: ...
(line 2)

we were so thoroughly surrounded... (line 2)

Plastic enjoyed a sort of anonymity in ubiquity: ... | that we never paid much attention to it/ take it for granted.
(line 2)

...that we hardly noticed it. (lines 2-3)

Question type: Literal
Examiners’ notes: Some students mistakenly thought that ‘hardly noticed’ means that plastic is ‘not seen’.

2. What is the author’s purpose in describing plastic as a ‘colourful yet banal’ background material to modern life?
(lines 6-7). [2m]

From Passage Inferred
(author’s intention/ function) The author is offering a contrast/ utilising a paradox/ stating a
contradiction

Itis the colourful (line 6) to show how plastic allows us to live a rich/ vibrant/ exciting/
varied modern life,

OR
to show how the use of plastic allows us to create a variety/ an
array/ a range of products,

...yet banal background material of modern life. despite being a material that is commonplace/ mundane/
(lines 6-7) ordinary.

1-2pts=1m, 3pts=2m
Question type: Use of language / Inference
Examiners’ notes: Most students did not pick out the author’s purpose and the function of the phrase as intended with
the word ‘yet’. Some students mistakenly thought that the word ‘banal’ is derived from ‘bane’ and means ‘detrimental’
and ‘harmful’.

15
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3. Explain what the author means when he describes the revolt against plastic as ‘worldwide’ (line 11)? Use your

own words as far as possible. [2m]

From Passage

Paraphrased

The result is a worldwide revolt against plastic,
one that transcends both borders... ... (line 11)

The revolt against plastic extends over/ crosses/ goes beyond
physical boundaries/ geographical territories/ countries/
nations and

(2-part answer)

OR
The revolt against plastic is global in nature and

and (transcends) political divides. (lines 11-12)

extends over/ crosses/ goes beyond
different/ polarising/ dissimilar

political beliefs/ ideologies/ allegiances/ convictions.
(allow lift for ‘political’)

(2-part answer)

Question type: Literal

Examiners’ notes: Some students did not accurately paraphrase ‘political divides’ and did not capture the idea of

‘divides’ as differences.

4. What does the author mean by ‘to take on plastic is in some way to take on consumerism itself’ (line 30-31) and
why is this so? Use your own words as far as possible. [2m]

From Passage

Paraphrased

To take on plastic is in some way to take on
consumerism itself. (lines 30-31)

Tackling/ Confronting/ Battling the problem of plastic is
thereby/ therefore battling the problem of consumerism.
(idea of causation)

OR

Tackling/ Confronting/ Battling the problem of plastic is
akin to/ like/ equivalent to/ partially tackling/ confronting/
battling the problem of consumerism.

(idea of similarity)

In the same way steel enabled new frontiers in
building, plastic made possible the throwaway
culture that we have come to take for granted.
(lines 29-30)

OR
It requires us to recognise just how radically our

way of life has reshaped the planet in the span
a single lifetime, and ask whether it is too

(lines 31-32)
o'
l\ % 6‘ 0““%“

This is because plastic made possible habits/ a lifestyle which
are/ is wasteful/ that involves thoughtless/ mindless/ careless
disposal/ discarding of waste.

OR

This is because tackling the problem of plastic requires us to
acknowledge how drastically/ severely our habits have/ culture
has changed/ transformed our planet.

OR

(Inferred) This is because tackling the problem of plastic
requwes us to confront the severity/ magnitude of both the
problems of consumerism and plastic.

44‘

o( o
(0

Question type: Literal

Examiners’ notes: Some stu(ﬁ;’ﬂ‘s«b’ld not capture the idea of causation or similarity and merely copied the structure of
the phrase. Some students also inaccurately paraphrased ‘throwaway culture’ to be merely ‘consumerist lifestyle’, a
description which is not sufficiently specific. The extent/degree suggested by the word ‘radically’ was often not

captured.
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5. Explain the author’s use of the word ‘even’ in the
own words as far as possible. [2m]

.Kenny Education

phrase ‘To travel back even to 2015’ (lines 33-34). Use your

From Passage

Paraphrased

The most astounding thing about the anti-plastic
movement is just how fast it has grown. To
travel back even to 2015 is to enter to a world in
which almost all of the things we currently know
about plastic are already known, but people are
not very angry about it. (lines 33-35)

Function
The author uses the word ‘even’ to emphasise how...

as recent as 2015/ only a few years ago/ not too long ago
(idea of recentness)

OR

in just a few years/ in a matter of a few years/ in such a short
time

(idea of short duration)

OR
surprisingly/unexpectedly quick/ swift
(idea of speed or rate of change)

Context

people were aware/ cognisant of the problem of plastic yet not
upset/ indifferent about it.

(focus on change in people’s attitude)

OR

the anti-plastic movement has progressed/ advanced/ gained
traction/ become more significant.

(focus on growth of anti-plastic movement)

Question type: Use of language
Examiners’ notes: Some students did not capture the

function of the word ‘even’. Many students who chose to focus

on the change in people’s attitude did not reflect the idea that people were already aware of the problem.

6. Why is framing litter as a personal failing described as being ‘remarkably convenient’ (line 66)? Use your own

words as far as possible. [1m]

From Passage

Paraphrased/Inferred

“This is not the fault of the government,” she told
reporters. “It is the fault of the people who
knowingly and thoughtlessly throw it down.”
Noticeably absent from her indictment was
anyone who manufactured or sold plastic in the
first place. (lines 68-70)

Framing litter as a personal failing is described as remarkably
convenient as it absolves the government and companies from
any blame/ accountability/ responsibility for the problem.

OR

Framing litter as a personal failing is described as remarkably
convenient as it allows the government and companies to
make consumers the scapegoats.

Question type: Literal/ Inference
Examiners’ notes: Some students mistakenly t|
practical to blame consumers.

that ‘remarkably convenient’ merely means it is easy and

‘ [/\q%b@w
7. In paragraph 8, what do '@Ip}y%“y using the words ‘grand’ (line 72) and ‘rosy’ (line 73) to describe the
claims made by the pl%g o]
<

o

SN

3

g
A

From Passage

Inferred

The plastic industry made grand claims about the
potential for recycling their products. The problem
with these rosy claims was that plastic is one of
the worst materials for recycling. (lines 71-73)

These claims are exaggerated/ distorted/ false/ misleading/
overly optimistic.

Question type: Inference/ Vocabulary (Use of Language)

Examiners’ notes: This question was quite well done.

13
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8. How does the author illustrate his assertion that the plastic industry has ‘made grand claims about the potential for

recycling their products’ (line 72)? Use your own

words as far as possible. [3m]

From Passage

Paraphrased

The problem with these rosy claims was that plastic
is one of the worst materials for recycling. (lines
72-73)

The author illustrates this by stating the fact that plastic is
actually one of the most difficult/ challenging materials for
recycling.

OR
The author illustrates this by stating the fact that plastic is in
reality one of the least suitable materials for recycling.

Glass, steel and aluminium can be melted and
reformed a nearly infinite number of times to make
new products of the same quality as the first.
Plastic, by contrast, significantly degrades each
time it is recycled. (lines 75-76)

A plastic bottle cannot be recycled to make a
plastic bottle of the same quality. (line 76)

(In comparison to other materials,) plastic breaks down/
deteriorates considerably/ to a large extent each time it is
recycled.

(Note: extent/ degree word needed)

OR

(In comparison to other materials,) recycled plastic products
are unable to maintain/ retain the standard/ grade/ condition of
the original items.

(allow lift for ‘cannot be’)

OR

(In comparison to other materials), recycled plastic products
will not be of similar/ equal standard/ grade/ condition as the
original.

(allow lift for ‘cannot be’)

Instead, recycled plastic becomes clothing fibres,
or slats for furniture, which then might go on to be
road filler, or plastic insulation, neither of which
are further recyclable. Each stage is essentially a
one-way ratchet towards landfill or the ocean.
(lines 77-79)

Eventually, some plastic can no longer be reused/ cannot be
repurposed anymore (and end up as waste).
(allow lift for ‘recyclable’)

OR
The process is irreversible/ cannot be undone.

Question type: Literal

Examiners’ notes: Many students did not accurately paraphrase the degree/extent of words and phrases like ‘worst’

and ‘significantly degrades’. The words ‘same’ and ‘gl

9. Why are the problems of plastic and climate chai

uality’ were often lifted.

nge ‘more closely connected than most people realise’ (lines 81-

82)? Use your own words as far as possible. [2m]

From Passage

Paraphrased

Although the public’'s enthusiasm for anti-plastic
campaigns is partly motivated by the feeling that it

[ N C§6 ( /U L

is a simpler and more solvable problem th
climate change, the two issues are more cl b
connected than most people realise. (lings:

Although most people think that the problem of plastic is less
challenging to overcome,

OR
Although most people think that the problem of plastic is easier
o deal with/ overcome,

...seem just as boundl
the other environmental
solve. (lines 85-86)

es %a»h le.as all
Bzhb i(mmled to

3

i
R

the truth is that it is just as widespread/ limitless and hard to
manage/ control,
(2-part answer)

And it brings us up against the same obstacles:
unregulatable business, the globalised world, and
our own unsustainable way of life. (lines 86-87)

and poses similar/ identical challenges/ difficulties.

OR
(Accept if students paraphrase all 3 obstacles, instead of
paraphrasing ‘same obstacles’)

Question type: Literal
Examiners’ notes: Most students focused on how the

1-2pts=1m, 3pts=2m

problems of plastic and climate change are similar and did not

answer the question of why they are ‘more closely connected than most people realise’.

1%
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10. Using material from paragraphs 5-7 (lines 40-64) only, summarise how and why people’s attitude towards plastic has changed.
Write your summary in no more than 120 words, not counting the opening words which are printed below. Use your own words
as far as possible. “People’s attitude towards plastic has changed. They...”

From the passage

Paraphrased

1 We used to see it (line 43) 1 (People’s attitude towards plastic has changed. They...)

previously/ formerly perceived/ viewed/ understood

2 | as litter — a nuisance (line 43-44) 2 | it to be annoying/ bothersome/ inconvenient

3 | but not a menace (line 44) 3 but not harmful/ dangerous/ hazardous.

4 | That idea has been undermined by the recent | 4 | Thatidea has been challenged/ weakened/ discounted by the
widespread acknowledgment (lines 44-45) recent common/ extensive understanding/ recognition

5 | that plastic is far more pervasive (lines 45) 5 | that plastic is so much more/ even more ubiquitous/prevalent

(allow lift for ‘more’) *must have the comparative element

6 | and sinister... (lines 45) 6 | and insidious/ threatening

7 | than most people had ever imagined. (lines 45-46) 7 | than we had ever thought/ perceived it to be.

8 | The shift in thinking started with the public outcry over | 8 | The shift in thinking started with the mass/ popular uproar/
microbeads (line 47) commotion over microbeads.

9 | Scientists began raising the alarm about potential | 9 | Scientists started to highlight/ draw attention to possible
dangers posed to sea life in 2010, (line 49) harms/ threats to sea life
After scientists started showing how microscopic fibres
from our laundry ended up lodged in the guts of fish
(lines 52-53)

10 | and people were shocked to learn... (line 50) 10 | and people were surprised/ stunned to realise/ find out

11 | that microbeads were in thousands of products, from | 11 | that microbeads (plastic) are (is) found in many/ numerous
Johnson & Johnson's spot-clearing face scrubs... items/ goods,

(lines 50-51) OR
(inferred) that microbeads (plastic) are (is) found in everyday
People now realise that plastic is in our household items,
products, coffee cups, teabags and clothing... OR
(lines 58-59) (inferred) microbeads (plastic) are (is) ubiquitous/ everywhere
in our lives/ found in everything,

12 | to supposedly eco-friendly brands like the Body 12 | including in products apparently/ seemingly /ostensibly less

Shop. Microbeads were only the beginning. detrimental/ harmful to the environment.
(lines 50-51)

13 | newspapers ran articles with headlines such as 13 | The media began to report/ publicise the harmful effects of
“Yoga pants are destroying the Earth”. (lines 53-54) microscopic fibres (plastic).

14 | Then tyres, which are about 60% plastic, were 14 | Plastic fibres were then shown to be possibly more
revealed to shed plastic fibres while in motion, detrimental/ worse than microbeads.
potentially more harmful than microbeads and
clothing combined. (lines 54-55)

15 | People now realise that plastic is in our household 15 | The hidden/ invisible/ evasive nature of plastic prevents
products, coffee cups, teabags and clothing — but it people from managing the problem/ tackling the issue.
seems to have escaped our ability to catch it. It
slips through our fingers and our water filters and
sloshes into rivers and oceans like effluent from a
sinister industrial factory. (lines 56-58)

16 | Itis no longer embodied by a Big Mac container on the | 16 | (Inferred) The severity/ magnitude of the problem is
side of the road. It has come to seem more like a highlighted.
previously unnoticed chemical listed halfway listed
down the small print on a hairspray bottle, rea
mutate fish or punch a hole in the ozone y
(lines 58-61) N2

17 | The appeal of the fight agaln 5@\%\? 61), = 17 | The movement/ campaign/ effort against plastic is attractive/

draws people

18 | is that there is the sens eéwtﬁ‘ed an 18 | because people feel/ think that they have participated in a
insurgent political camp: revolt/ revolution/ rebellion

19 | and organisations benefit fr a‘t“nance at 19 | and organisations gain from being able to take advantage of/
opportunism. (lines 62-63) exploit on the situation.

*must have negative connotation

20 | We have entered a phase where every brand, 20 | In the fight against plastic, we have reached a stage where
organisation and politician strains to be seen to be everyone strives/ endeavours to be visible/ noticed (in their
doing something. (lines 63-64) efforts).

Mark allocation:

No. of Points 1-2 3-4 5-6 7-8 9 10-11 12-13 14 & above
Marks 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

19
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11. Stephen Buranyi discusses the motivations behind the anti-plastic movement and the issues that come with
it. How far would you agree with his observations, relating your arguments to your own experience and that of
your society?

Requirement
Students should...

a)
b)
<)
d)

explain the motivations behind the anti-plastic movement and the accompanying issues
describe the underlying motivations and the issues of the anti-plastic movement

show understanding and engage with the ideas and views raised in the passage
support their views with relevant examples from their own society

Explanation
Students should discuss some of the following in relation to their own society:

a)

the motivations behind the anti-plastic movement and the prevalent problems

b) the various political, economic, social, cultural and environmental impacts of the anti-plastic movement
c) how people participate in the anti-plastic movement and the positive and negative outcomes of it

Evaluation
Students should...

a)
b)

question/show reasons to explain if the author’s ideas are applicable or not applicable to their own society
provide insightful analysis of the anti-plastic movement in their own society and raise relevant issues that
have emerged/are emerging

critically evaluate the underlying motivations of various stakeholders and the issues of the anti-plastic
movement

provide cogent development of arguments

give examples from their own society to support their views

Coherence
Students should...

adopt a consistent viewpoint

argue logically

organise answers into cohesive, themed paragraphs

link paragraphs to show continuity and direction of argument
maintain relevance to the task in everything they write

end with a summative or concluding paragraph/ sentence

Examiners’ notes:

- Some students did not choose appropriate references. They chose references that were not claims and
offered examples, facts about plastic or context instead.

- Some students were often not explicit in indicating whether they were talking about a motivation, an issue, or
both when providing references.

- Some students were often only talking about waste or recycling in general, without linking their discussion to
the motivations of the anti-plastic movement, specific issues brought about by the use of plastic in their
society, or the obstacles faced in getting various stakeholders to reduce the production of an array of plastic
products and disposal of plastic waste.

- Some students merely gave observations and descriptions of Singapore society without considering specific
underlying reasons, motivations and implications.
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